FACT SHEET
ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP & SUSTAINABILITY

PROTECTING OUR DIVERSE
WETLANDS
Helping to preserve and protect wetland areas within our
service territory is a key part of our responsibility as a
corporate citizen. We are committed to protecting and
preserving these valuable and sometimes endangered areas.
We work closely with government agencies and others to
maintain our compliance and ensure a proactive approach to
conservation and protection. We also adhere to required
wetland permit conditions. Whenever possible, we go beyond
minimum compliance by employing state-of-the-art wetland
protection measures and technologies.
We go about protecting these environmentally sensitive areas
in a number of ways. We use the latest site assessment and
planning techniques to protect habitats when we design,
build, and operate new facilities as well as when we go about
daily activities such as maintaining power lines that fall within
wetland environments. Working closely with federal, state,
regional, and local agencies to obtain the appropriate permits
when working within regulated wetland areas is also a high
priority and helps to protect and preserve these locations.

FOCUSING ON BEST PRACTICES
We have a strong focus and commitment to employing best
practice construction and wetland protection methods when
building, repairing or upgrading facilities located near or
within wetlands areas. Examples of our best practices include:
I
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Increasing the distance between utility poles to minimize
those installed in wetlands
Placing equipment to avoid in-stream work
Installing soil erosion controls, such as silt fencing, to
prevent sediment from entering wetlands or waterways
Using special equipment and technologies, such as
equipment matting, sky-crane helicopters and horizontal
directional drilling, to minimize disturbance in wetland
areas

While there may be certain times when we cannot avoid
causing a temporary, minor disturbance to a wetland area, such
as when matting is required for equipment access, we take
every possible step to ensure the site is restored immediately
upon completion of construction.
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WHAT ARE WETLANDS?
Wetlands are areas where the ongoing presence of
water at or near the surface determines the ecosystem.
The ecosystem is composed of the soils, plants and
wildlife that use the habitat. Once regarded as
wastelands, wetlands are valuable landscape resources
that provide numerous benefits to humans and wildlife.
Swamps, marshes and bogs are well-known types of
wetlands. Other important wetland types have drier or
more variable water systems.
Humans cause degradation and loss of wetlands by
changing water quality, quantity and flow rates, and by
introducing pollutants into the water supply. These
interferences can result in changes to native species
composition. A common cause for damaging wetlands
is humans filling and draining for development, then
using solid materials such as asphalt or cement when
surfacing. The resulting run-off can increase pollutants
that drain into the wetlands.

PARTNERING FOR PROTECTION
As part of our ongoing commitment to protecting wetlands, we
partner with more than 60 environmental organizations.
Among those are the Corporate Wetlands Restoration
Partnerships of Delaware and New Jersey, the Chesapeake Fund
and many others.
We sponsor and participate in a variety of programs aimed at
the restoration and protection of wetlands and environmentally
sensitive areas. Our employees are aware of the importance and
vulnerable nature of wetlands, and many volunteer their time to
help clean up rivers and watershed areas at events throughout
the year.
By working closely with, and following guidelines set by the
United States Army Corps of Engineers and the United States
Environmental Protection Agency, as well as state, regional, and
local agencies we regulate the amount of dredged or fill
material that is allowed to be introduced into any U.S. body of
water, including wetlands. These partnerships help us comply
with strict requirements for avoiding, minimizing or mitigating
wetland impacts.

FOLLOWING REGULATIONS THAT
PROTECT WETLANDS
We closely monitor and adhere to advisories and
regulations from government bodies to ensure our
practices are current and compliant. The Federal Rivers &
Harbors Appropriation Act of 1899, Section 10 (33
U.S.C. 403), established a program to regulate activities
affecting navigation in United States waters, including
wetlands. This law, along with Section 404 of the Clean
Water Act (CWA), forms the basis for wetlands
regulation in the United States. Section 404 of the CWA
established a program to regulate the discharge of
dredged and fill material into waters of the United
States, including wetlands. This statute—along with
state laws and regulations—serves as the primary
mechanism governing the protection of freshwater and
coastal wetlands.

For more information about our environmental programs, contact us at enviroinfo@pepcoholdings.com or visit us at
www.pepcoholdings.com/services/environment/.
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